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FHWA’s Office of Safety will offer assistance to help set up pooled fund arrangements to conduct in- 
service performance evaluations. 

 
 
For more information, accessing the above resources, or if you have questions or comments, please 
contact Will Longstreet at (202)366-0087 or Nick Artimovich at (202)366-1331. 

 
References 

 
• The September 29, 1994, FHWA memorandum, “Traffic Barrier Safety Policy and Guidance”, called 
for replacement of “blunt ends” and discontinued the use of turned down ends and Breakaway Cable 
Terminals. The memorandum also suggested a policy to upgrade these terminals. 

 
• The August 18, 1998, FHWA memorandum, “National Cooperative Highway Research Program 
(NCHRP) Report 350 Hardware Compliance Dates,” announced the FHWA-AASHTO Implementation 
Plan for NCHRP Report 350 hardware. This plan required the upgrade of terminals not meeting 
NCHRP Report 350 as part of 3R projects on the NHS. 

 
• The October 26, 2004, FHWA memorandum, “Guidelines for the Selection of W-Beam Barrier 
Terminals” identified several characteristics of W-beam terminals that need to be understood in order to 
select the appropriate system including site grading, type of terminal, and terminal layout. 

 
• The November 17, 2005, FHWA memorandum, “In-service Performance Evaluation and Continuous 
Monitoring of Roadside Safety Features,” identified the need to routinely conduct in-service 
performance evaluations of crash tested roadside safety hardware. 

 
• The June 26, 2012, FHWA memorandum, “AASHTO Roadside Design Guide 4th Edition,” 
encourages State DOTs to have a written roadside policy that aligns with the AASHTO Roadside 
Design Guide, 4th edition. 

 
 
 
Attachment 

 
• Technical brief titled “Selection, Installation, and Maintenance of W-Beam Guardrail End Terminals. 
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